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up, nor can I en1ploy the trusty Inten1et to verify the details (as I have been able to do \\rith the 

rain that clay, or the Ca1ier-Mangual crash of the year previous). 

17. The Olyn1pics, or 1nore accurately, the Olyn1pic Staditun, ttu11ed out to be a big bust:

con1.1ption, labor problenis, and 111ost of all, a \\;i·ongheacled design, produced 1nassive cost 

ovenuns on a stadium con1plex that ,vas barely con1pleted in ti.tne for the Gaines. (A crane 

stood beyond the outfield \Vall for years after the Expos 1noved i.t1). Montreal's Expo 67 had 

been such a tre1nenclous success that the Olyinpics \Vere hard pressed to con1pete, even if things 

had gone according to plan, ,vhich they didn't .  Moreover, Canada, ahvays a Stun1ner Gaines 

light\veight, failed to '\,vin even one gold n1edal. (Personally, I enjoyed seei.t1g so1ne of the track 

ai1d field, fencing and roMng events, ai1cl the pe1fonnance of the 14-yeai·-old Ro1nanian 

gyinnast, Nadia Co1naneci, \\;as 1nernorable ). The Stacie Oly1npique, \vhose space-aged GDR 

bn1talis111 I have ,vanned to slightly over ti111e. ,vas the second Montreal ,vhite elephant to debut 

,vithin the yeai-. the other ,vas Mirabel Airport, a n1assive installation located nearly an hotu· 

fron1 do,v11tO'\,\;il Montreal. It never attracted 111uch traffic, and closed as a passenger aiipo1i in 

2004. Filially, in Nove1nber 1976, the Patti Quebecois \Vas elected. A key ele1nent of the PQ 

platforn1 ,vas aclvancmg Quebec's secession fron1 Cai1ada. For n1uch of Quebec's English­

speaking conuntu1ity ('\,vho are concentrated in MontJ·eal), this \vas perceived as a catastrophe, 

ai1d a significant ntunber of the111, along \vith so1ne high-profile businesses, quit the city for 

Toronto ai1cl points ftuiher \vest. This 111atter of Quebec independence. or so1ne fonn thereof, is 

con1plicated, and there ,vere referendun1s on it in 1980 ai1d 1995. The n1atter has lost the 

tu·gency and potency it once had, but at the tin1e, the denizens ofWestinount, the 1najority 

English-speaking, 111ostly upper-i.t1co111e ai·ea of Montreal ,vhere I cl,vellecl as a youth, were 

pretty freaked out by the ,vhole scenai-io. So, ii1 Montreal in 1976, there \\ras a rnalaise (for son1e 

ai1y.vay) parallelii1g that \vb.ich prevailed south of the border during its btun1ner of a 

bicentennial yeai·. Did I, as a ten-year-old, pick up on these developn1ents? Stu·e. My parents 

talked about such things, it ,vas iii the air. ai1d n1y 1nen1ories have been colored by a sense of 

tu1ease sun·otu1di.t12 the era. 
� 

18. I often \\rish I could have attended. as an adult or at least a teen. gaines fron1 the Expos' first

fe\v years. I n1issed Mack Jones ("The Mayor of Jonesville"), Rusty Staub ("Le Grand Orange")

in his first go-rotu1d '\,Vith the teain, Bill Stone1nai1's t\vo no-hitters, ai1cl such oddities as Ron 

Htu1t's record-setti.t1g 50 tiines hit-by-pitch in the 1971 season. Jany \Vas also legenda1y in its 

early clays for ,vhat went on iii the stands: The n1an who did furious jigs up and do,,;i1 the aisles. 

the nu1ii-skiiis, the pa1iy atinosphere. 

*** 

home I P.;!s"t issues I ,..,orld &. politi-cs I !ll!'il I art and s�I fiction and eoet!)! I links

The MontrE!a l Review © All rights reserved. ISSN 1920-2911

about us I contact us 


	Screenshot (2885)
	Screenshot (2895)
	Screenshot (2896)
	Screenshot (2897)
	Screenshot (2898)
	Screenshot (2899)
	Screenshot (2900)
	Screenshot (2901)
	Screenshot (2902)
	Screenshot (2903)
	Screenshot (2904)
	Screenshot (2905)
	Screenshot (2906)
	Screenshot (2907)
	Screenshot (2908)

